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Thank you – Memorials 

Sally & Carmen Fernholz – Anne Maguire 
Dave & Peggy Crosby - Anne Maguire 

Renee & Richard Ehlenz - Anne Maguire  
Anonymous – Anne Maguire 

Rachel & Mike Croatt - Anne Maguire 
Rolf & Cindy Olson - Anne Maguire 

Gladys & Harvey Hastad – Helen Schoenfield 
Gladys & Harvey Hastad – Verla Vane 

Mrs. Karen Strom – Deloris Wingingstad 
Thank you – Donors 

Roger & Mary Sandquist 
Carol Femrite – Thrivent Dollars 

Ann Amundson – Thrivent Dollars 
Nibbe Family Foundation 

Haugen Insurance Agency Inc. 
 

2024 Historical Society 
Year in Review 

Nov. 2023-Nov. 2024 
  

It was another busy year for the LqP 
Historical Society. We hosted multiple events, 

presentations, and speakers throughout the year. We 
gained some exciting new additions to our collection; 
and we made some much-needed repairs and 
additions to the museum grounds. 
 

Events 
Last November we held our annual meeting 

where we recapped the fiscal year for the Historical 
Society and updated people on major developments 
in the Society and museum during that time. We also 
held elections for board members at the meeting, 
Diane Wildung was elected to the board and Greg 
Schmidt was elected to the President of the board. 
After the meeting Adam Conroy from the Western 
Guard and Dave Hickey from the Dawson Sentinel 
took some time to speak to the audience about the 
challenges and rewards of owning and publishing a 
local newspaper. It was very interesting and 
educational. 

In December we held our annual Christmas 
event at the museum. The museum was opened early 
to allow people to walk around the museum and see 
all the holiday decorations put up by the museum 
staff and volunteers. Lee Kanten then led an audience 
in a Christmas themed sing along with Christmas 
treats and apple cider served afterwards. 

Rachel Croatt gave a presentation titled 
“Coming to America” at the museum and at the 
Madison Care Center in February. The presentation 
covered the topic of Scandinavian immigration to 
Minnesota, a topic that most of the audience could 
closely relate to. Rachel’s presentation featured a 
slideshow and immigration stories from the 
ancestors of some LqP and Minnesota residents. The 
material for the presentation was written and 
recorded by Rachel and Joyce Meyer here at the 
museum. 

In March several of the museum’s board 
members visited the Madison Care Center and 
Johnson Memorial in Dawson to show a video on the 
collection of wedding dresses the Historical Society 
has and some of the stories that go with them. The 
video was originally made in June 2022 for a 
presentation at the museum, but not all who were 
interested in the topic were able to come to the 
museum, so we were glad we could bring the 
presentation to more people. Around 10 of the 
wedding dresses in the Society’s collection were 
brought with and displayed.  

In April, Joyce and Randy Meyer visited the 
Madison Care Center to sing and show a video on 
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Mae Peterson, aka the “Bird Lady of Lac qui Parle”. 
Mrs. Peterson was a very avid bird watcher and 
logged and tagged more than 250 birds in her life. 
She was also a key figure in pushing Salt Lake in 
Mehurin Township as a premier spot for bird 
watchers in the state. 

May was a busy month for us this year as we 
held multiple events and hosted many visitors. We 
held a pancake brunch at the VFW in Madison and 
opened the museum for visitors. Later that month we 
held a presentation on the 1980s Farm Crisis. The 
presentation featured a talk from historian Jim Roe 
who talked about the farm economy in the 1980s and 
the protests that farmers held in Washington D.C. to 
demand more farmer friendly policies from the 
government. He also discussed the protests and 
contributions made by Lac qui Parle residents during 
the 1930s and 1980s farm crises. The program then 
featured a showing of a farm auction scene from the 
film Foreclosure by Jim Gambone. Parts of 
Foreclosure were filmed in Milan, MN with local 
residents filling in as extras. The program ended with 
a short talk from Kent Kanten, a local resident who, 
along with hundreds of other farmers across the U.S., 
drove his tractor to Washington D.C. in 1979 to 
protest unfair prices and laws.  

 In May we also invited the elementary 
students from the Madison and Dawson-Boyd 
Elementary schools to come and tour the museum. 
Volunteers gave short presentations to the kids to talk 
about the history of the county, what life was like in 
the past, what it was like to go to school in a one 
room schoolhouse, and what machinery and tools 
farmers used back in the days of the early settlers. 
The kids also enjoyed some scavenger hunts and 
exploring some of the rooms and buildings on the 
museum grounds. 

In June, the museum hosted a presentation 
put on by Dr. Anita Gaul from Minnesota West 
College. Dr. Gaul’s presentation covered the history 
of the Ku Klux Klan organization and their 
involvement in the state of Minnesota. She discussed 
some of the beliefs, rallies, and recruiting tactics used 
by the KKK in the early 1900s. She also talked about 
the KKK presence in LqP during the 1910s and 
1920s, which included short lived branches in 
Dawson and Boyd and recruiting attempts in those 
towns and Madison.  This event was made possible 
by a donation from the Carol Olson family in 
memory of Carol. 

In July we held our yearly Heritage Day 
program at the museum. The program was themed 

around politics in LqP county and featured speeches 
from Jean Christianson Grussing, the granddaughter 
of Governor Theodore Christianson, and Doug 
Peterson, a former member of the Minnesota House 
of Representatives. Prior to the program, the museum 
was opened early to allow people to view the new 
politics exhibit made to commemorate the election 
that fall. Mrs. Christianson and Mr. Peterson’s 
speeches were very informative and entertaining and 
gave the audience valuable information on Governor 
Christianson’s life and what it’s like to work in 
politics. Following the program everyone enjoyed a 
picnic lunch on the museum grounds. 

In July we also celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of the Madison Courthouse building. 
There were special tours and presentations at the 
courthouse and special exhibits at the museum to 
celebrate. 

September saw the LqP County Fair come 
around again and as usual the Historical Society 
arranged a series of activities and special events for 
people to participate in. In the schoolhouse on the 
museum grounds there was an escape room activity 
for people to participate in. The escape room was 
based around finding the missing wedding ring of the 
teacher, Ms. Dora Billington. If the participants 
found the clues, solved the riddles, and found the 
ring, they would earn a prize. There was also a large 
book sale held in the museum to help regain some 
storage space and sell some extra copies of plat maps, 
newspapers, and books. The Historical Society set up 
a stand in the Home and Garden building manned by 
some of our board members where part of the book 
sale and a raffle drawing was held. There was a wide 
variety of prizes for the raffle drawing, all of which 
were donated by local businesses.  Both the book sale 
and the raffle were successful, and we had hundreds 
of people visit the museum during the fair. 

We finished the year with our annual meeting 
event on the first weekend of November. The event 
started with a volunteer lunch served by and for the 
volunteers who take time to help out the museum. We 
then held our annual meeting to update the public on 
the state of the Historical Society. The event finished 
with a program from Dr. Anita Gaul and her associate 
Janet Timmerman. Dr. Gaul and Mrs. Timmerman’s 
program was based around St. Francis Xavier 
Industrial School, a boarding school for Native 
American girls in Avoca, MN. The presenters told the 
audience about the origins of the school, what the 
students were taught, how they were taken away 
from their families, and what day-to-day life was like 



for the students. The program was very informative, 
and the event was very successful.  

Maintenance and Yard Work 
This year we made some updates to the 

electrical systems for the Bly Study on the Museum 
Grounds, replacing the fuse boxes with more updated 
breaker boxes. 

This year the LqP County Museum was 
officially recognized as a tourist center for Lac qui 
Parle County. We have started offering maps and 
tourist information in our lobby and added a sign 
outside the museum advertising it as a location for 
tourist information. 

We received a few panels of fencing that were 
formerly set up outside the county courthouse in the 
early 1900s. Many of the panels are bent and rusted, 
but a few of the panels are in good condition and have 
been installed outside the museum as decorations.  

Throughout the Spring and Summer, Gladys 
Hastad and Lois Sather were kind enough to take the 
time to come and help plant and maintain a beautiful 
crop of flowers outside the front entrance and in the 
back grounds of the museum. 

Our Grounds Committee made various 
repairs and helped with the general upkeep 
throughout the museum and the museum grounds 
throughout the year. In the early fall, an animal 
attempted to make a home out of the schoolhouse 
behind the museum. It peeled off some of the siding 
panels and dug into the wood underneath the 
doorway. A few of our board members were nice 
enough to repair the damage and replace the siding.  
They also made repairs to the gas station. 
 

Acquisitions 
This year we received a very large donation 

from Don & Elsie Holtan’s estate. Along with a 
monetary donation, we received a large number of 
photographs, documents, books, and artifacts from 
the couple’s estate. It will take a while to sort through 
the boxes and boxes of items, but we’re sure they will 
be a good addition to the Historical Society’s 
collection.  

Last fall we received a large donation from 
the family of Governor Theodore Christianson. The 
donation included furniture, cabinets, books, 
clothing, decorations, and documents used by 
Governor Christianson throughout his life.  Some of 
the more notable items include family photographs, 
a personal journal, and documents confirming 
Christianson’s appointment to the U.S. House of 

Representatives. These items are on display in the 
Ethel Melum Addition in the museum building. 

This past summer the Historical Society 
added a 1927 Model-T pickup truck to our collection. 
The Model-T, donated by the Haverberg family, is in 
excellent condition and is still drivable. The Model-
T was previously owned by Steve Haverberg, a 
former Madison resident whose father, Jerry 
Haverberg, found the Model-T in a neighbor’s grove 
in pieces. After three years of work, the Model-T was 
restored to working condition and Jerry and Steve 
spent many years driving the Model-T in local 
parades and around town. The Model-T is on display 
in the museum’s machine shed. 

This past year unfortunately saw the closing 
of the St. Paul Lutheran Church in Bellingham. 
Thankfully, many of the items from the church were 
donated to the museum and were quickly added to 
our collections and church display room. This 
includes a large hanging light that currently hangs in 
our church display area, a glass cabinet filled with 
items in the Perry township display, and pictures 
from all of the church’s confirmation classes.  

The museum also gained a tramp art cabinet 
donated by Anne Maguire  family. The cabinet is 
wooden with glass windows and intricate carvings all 
around the sides and edges. The cabinet was found 
covered in grime and cobwebs by Anne’s father 
James Maguire a few years after WWII. The cabinet 
is believed to have been made by a “tramp” during 
the Great Depression. A “Tramp” was a term used to 
describe homeless people in the early 1900s. 
According to some stories, if a person helped provide 
food and/or shelter to a Tramp, the Tramp would 
make a piece of art or carve a decorative design into 
a cabinet or piece of furniture for them. The cabinet 
is currently on display in the museum’s lobby area.  

Thank you to all who donated items of 
historical value to the museum, those that donated 
their time and resources, and everyone who supports 
us in any way. 

 
Christmas at the Historical Society 

2024 Version 
On Sunday, December 1, 2024, the Lac qui 

Parle County Museum held its Annual Christmas 
Program at the museum. The program had three of 
the cast from Miracle on 34th Street perform, a video 
about Christmas at the Historical Society, and a 
musical selection from Seussical.  



The Lac qui Parle Players performed two 
scenes from Miracle on 34th Street. Cast members 
Isabelle Milbrandt as Mrs. Shellhammer, Hayley 
Vargus as Doris Walker, and Matt Vance as Kris 
Kringle acted. The Lac qui Parle Players have been 
part of our Christmas events in the past and have 
staged parts of The Christmas Story and A Charlie 
Brown Christmas. This collaboration between the 
Historical Society and the Lac qui Parle Players has 
brought attendees to both the Museum and the PAC. 

Miracle on 34th Street is a Christmas favorite 
movie from 1947 and the play is based on the movie. 
The story takes place between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in New York City. Doris Walker, the 
Macy’s manager in charge of the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving parade and holiday events, hires an old 
man to play Santa Claus at Macy’s. When he faces 
commitment to Bellevue State Hospital because he 
says he is the real Santa Claus, a lawyer and a little 
girl must prove that Kris Kringle is really Santa 
Claus. Our actors performed parts of scene two and 
scene three. 

The first scene, performed by Isabelle 
Milbrandt and Matt Vance, took place in Macy’s 
department store the morning after the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving parade. It is a short scene with Mrs. 
Shellhammer and Kris Kringle, Mrs. Shellhammer is 
giving Kris Kringle instructions on pushing Macy’s 
overstocked toys for Christmas presents.  

 

 
The second scene has Mrs. Shellhammer, her 

assistant Doris Walker, and Kris Kringle, discussing 
what to do when Kris Kringle is not pushing the 
backlog merchandise as instructed by Shellhammer. 
This scene also takes place in Macy’s toy department 
the Tuesday after Thanksgiving Day. 

The Lac qui Parle Players performed at the 
newly renovated Prairie Arts Center December 12-
14. A big thanks goes out to Wayne Borstad who 
rescued the PAC and has renovated it for our 
community. Carmen Fernholz directed this 
Christmas favorite with Rosemary Hendrickson as 

the production manager. There were about 30 
characters in this production. 

 
The Christmas video, created by Joyce 

Meyer, took us down memory lane showing some 
scenes from the last ten years of Christmas events at 
the museum. Everyone enjoyed watching the video 
and hearing the Christmas music that went along 
with the video. It was wonderful to see what the 
board members, staff, and volunteers who are still 
with us today, have done for the museum’s Christmas 
events, but it is a bit heartbreaking to see those who 
have passed away. We are thankful for all those past 
and present who have helped make our Christmas 
Events a success. The video included pictures of the 
different ways the museum has been decorated inside 
over the years and never once was it decorated the 
same way. The video also showed pictures of 
different programs we have had over the years. We 
have had people of all ages participate in our 
programs. If you have some ideas about Christmas 
programs you would like to see, let us know as we 
are always looking for volunteers to help with this 
and other events. 

The event concluded with a musical selection 
by Isabelle as the Cat in the Hat from Seussical and 
Lana Vance. Seussical was recently performed at Lac 
qui Parle Valley. 

At the conclusion of the program everyone 
enjoyed visiting, sampling Christmas treats, drinking 
apple cider, and some event attendees had their 
picture taken with Santa.  

 



Christmas During 
The Depression Years 

A newspaper article written by Ethel Shelstad 
 Published in the Western Guard 12/12/2007 

Bernice Eidem interview 
Many now in their 80s and 90s remember the 

Depression Years and that Christmas was celebrated 
very simply. 

Ninety-Year-old Bernice Eidem of the 
Madison Lutheran Home shared that the Dust Bowl 
days were hard with no Christmas trees and no 
Christmas gifts. “Dad told us we have to see that you 
have food to eat – that comes first.” 

Her father and mother, Ben and Ingeborg 
Slind, homesteaded a farm in 1912 by Ryder, N.D. 
where Bernice was born in 1916. 

She told that a special treat during those years 
at Christmas time was to go by sleigh with bells 
which jingled on the bridles of the horses to the 
neighbors for a dinner or supper. “We ate well on the 
food we raised and took turns serving meals,” she 
said. 

She stressed the horses and cattle were well 
taken care of even during the Dust Bowl Years when 
there was no hay. The men cut the grass that grew in 
the meadows and fields for the animals to eat. 

There wasn’t much decorating of the houses 
inside or outside when Eidem was a youngster. “We 
did string popcorn and cranberries to hang in the 
windows – we didn’t have any money for other 
decorations,” she added. 

The programs at the McClain County 
Consolidated School was exciting for the youngsters. 
The family would travel to the school and their 
church during the winters in a horse drawn sleigh. 
“My dad would cover us up with a horse blanket 
which was made from the skin of a horse and a lining 
which he sent away for. We never drove a car in the 
winter as the roads were so bad the cars were put up 
on blocks and the radiator drained,” she described. 

Eidem did receive a doll from Santa Claus 
when she was eight years old after praying for one 
during all of the Dust Bowl years.  

As a high school gift, her parents gave her a 
trip to Marietta to spend time with her mother’s 
family, the Harstads. She went back to North Dakota 
and worked for a while before coming to Minnesota 
to marry her husband the late John Eidem on March 
26, 1937. They farmed for 42 years before retiring in 
1972. 

Her mother made rommegrot, flatbread, 
lefse, krumkake and rosettes which Eidem said she 
carried on. “I have done a lot of Krumkake for 
Christmas gifts for friends and family. I can’t count 
the packages of lefse I made for family, friends and 
to sell – it would fill the kitchen. I even taught others 
how to make lefse,” Eidem exclaimed. 

After she was married, the family had a live 
Christmas tree which their children all insisted on 
and they also did some decorating outside with 
lights. 

Her favorite memory of Christmas past was 
the Christmas programs at school and church. “They 
were very exciting and we always got new dresses 
and ribbons in our hair,” she shared. 

“I have had joy and nice times at Christmas,” 
Eidem said. She is looking forward to enjoying a visit 
to the MLH by her children and grandchildren for 
Christmas in 2007. She is also hoping to enjoy some 
lutefisk during the holidays. 

 
Thank You for Your Dedication  

Being a board member for the Lac qui Parle 
County Museum is no easy job. All of our Board 
members do a remarkable job in making the museum 
what it is today.  They are always coming up with 
new ideas for programs and special events. The 
board also has to deal with the financial issues of the 
museum, we are a non-profit organization and are 
always looking for new ways to finance the museum. 

Jeanene Munsterman, Gladys Hastad and 
Greg Schmidt are leaving the board this year. Both 
Jeanene and Gladys joined the board in 2019, and 
Greg joined in 2024. We want to thank them for all 
that they have done for the museum. 

Greg volunteered to be president of  the 
historical society at the first meeting of 2024.  He 
was only on the board for one year and resigned 
because he and his wife are moving to Montevideo.  

Jeanene has done so many great things for the 
museum such as writing several “Mystery at the 
Museum” events, produced the “LqP 150th 
Celebration” play and video, wrote numerous 
programs for special events, she is currently working 
on a new web site for the museum, she wrote a grant 
to Cargill to get new computers, is always helping 
with computers issues, retyped Bernice Halvorson 
Thesis from 1967  “Lac qui Parle County Country 
Schools”, and so much more 

Gladys has also done a great job as a board 
member.  Some of the projects she has worked on 



include the LqP cemetery tour book “Set in Stone”. 
She created the Lac qui Parle Historical Bridal Show 
event, worked on the 125th Courthouse tour, planted 
and helped maintain the beautiful flower beds on the 
museum grounds, helped with putting up decorations 
and making lunches for special events, organized 
demonstrations during the fair, assisted with the 
Church of Lac qui Parle book, organized the 4-H 
Reunion and so much more 

All of these projects and special events take a 
lot of time and energy, and we want to thank 
everyone who helped.  

We look forward to working with the newly 
elected board members Terri Leeseberg, Becky 
Shelstad, and Lee Ulstad 
 

Donna Anderson Retires 
 Donna Anderson has been part of the 
museum staff since May 2011. She will soon be 
moving to her daughters home near Wilmar and will 
no longer be able to work at the museum. Donna 
spent many hours working at her computer, logging 
entries, greeting guests, and helping keep the 
museum running every day. We want to thank her for 
all she has done to help preserve the history of Lac 
qui Parle County and let her know she will truly be 
missed. 

 

 
Thank you, Donna, 

 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO  
RUN A MUSEUM? 

Most people do not know what it takes to run our 
museum.  The Lac qui Parle County Historical 
Society/Museum is a non-profit organization that 
relies on community support. To help people 
understand better, the board decided to describe the 
workings of the museum. 

The first thing is, of course, like all other 
businesses, non-profit and for profit alike, the money, 
the finances. We run entirely on donations, from 
individuals, townships, the county and cities.  People 
can help meet these expenses through memberships, 
donations and legacy planning such as donations 
through estate planning.  In the 2023-2024 fiscal 
year, the museum was very appreciative of a 
generous donation from the Don and Elsie Holtan 
estate which allowed the Historical Society to 
complete its year with a net income of $42,000, 
which is a pleasant surprise considering we usually 
end the year in the negative and have to dip into our 
savings to cover the expenses.  We do many fund-
raising events like the pancake brunch, raffle, 
membership letters and programs. Thrivent members 
also apply for the Thrivent Action Teams support that 
we use for the majority of our programs.  

 It takes about $100,000 a year to operate the 
museum on a day-to-day basis.  This includes 
salaries (which are conservative at best), heating, 
electricity, maintenance, insurance, supplies, etc. 
This does not include those major expenses that are 
experienced from time to time such as furnaces 
wearing out (there are five of them and only one has 
been replaced recently), keeping the exteriors of 
buildings in repair, and replacing carpet (which 
hasn’t been done in well over 30 years and is now 
needed). 

The Lac qui Parle Historical Society actively 
seeks grants and donations whenever possible. In 
2023-2024 we received a $5,000 donation from the 
Nibbe Family Foundation to build a new website. 
This new website will allow the museum to provide 
a more robust site that is ADA compliant and much 
easier to update than the current site.  

Second, it takes a dedicated staff, bolstered 
by volunteers to run a museum. Paid staff ensure 
continuity and completion of tasks and, importantly, 
knowing what needs to be done and how to do it.  Just 
saying “we collect Lac qui Parle County history” 
leads to a lot of questions.  What is important to the 
county’s history?  What artifacts should be collected 
and are they really important?  Is there a story behind 
those artifacts?  What oral and written stories are 
important? What photographs are important and 
what are the stories behind those photos?  Paid staff 
is more than just collecting a paycheck. These are 
people with a strong interest in preserving history, 
who have taken classes on what artifacts are 
important; know the proper way of storing artifacts, 
documents, and photographs; and know how to 



catalog all of those items to ensure they can easily be 
retrieved in the future.  They have learned the proper 
medium for storage, the proper temperature to keep 
artifacts from deteriorating and much, much more 
that would take up more space than this article has 
available for it. 

Running a museum also takes volunteers who 
are willing to complete many of the tasks that the 
paid staff do not have time to do, such as cataloging 
historic negatives, photographs, documents, and 
newspapers.  Volunteers help keep the museum 
decorated, organized, keep exhibits refreshed and 
expanded, and assist with cleaning and organization 
in the museum. 

Keeping the history of Lac qui  Parle County 
is very important.  There are people coming in or 
emailing us all the time to do research on an event, a 
building, or some family members. They are very 
often pleasantly surprised by how much of the 
information they are seeking that is available at the 
museum and how much extra information they find 
that they didn’t know was out there. 

Please consider including the Lac qui Parle 
County Historical Society in your legacy planning 
and putting it on your donation list. 

If you are interested in personally funding 
one of our needed projects, consider a contribution 
of $12,000 to help fund the Scan Pro Microfilm 
reader.  Or maybe you are interested in funding the 
new carpet project that will cost approximately 
$15,000.  These projects are not in our annual budget 
and of course are tax-exempt.  

 

2025 Display 
In our 2025 display we are going to focus on 

the history of elevators, flour mills, feed mills and 
early farming in Lac qui Parle County. We are 
currently looking for pictures, stories and artifacts to 
add to our display. If you have any picture, stories, 
and/or artifacts you think could enhance our display, 
please feel free to share them with us. 

Agriculture is the primary economic pillar in 
this area; therefore, our grain elevators and mills are 
the centers of the county’s economy.  In this exhibit 
we will try to touch on the many grain elevators, 
flour and feed mills that served the area’s farmers.  

The exhibit will open in May 2025  
 

 
Dawson Produce Co. Elevator 

Dawson Produce was established in 1887 – 
Company still exists today as Dawson Grain Co-op 

One of the first elevators in LqP County  
 
 

Thanks to a very generous  donation from 
The Nibbe Family Foundation 

 
The Lac qui Parle County Historical Society  

will be hosting a new website in 2025 
 

It will feature a variety of new pages along with 
improvements to preexisting pages. This includes 

 
- Information on the Museum’s exhibits 
- A research page with newspaper indexes  
- Announcements and upcoming events page 
- A resources page with links to sources museum 
researchers use, other historical societies, and other 
historical sources. 
- And much more! 

 

Remember it is time  
to renew your membership. 

 
If you are a lifetime member, please consider 

making a donation to the  Lac qui Parle County 
Historical Society. 

We appreciate your support 
 



Lac qui Parle County Historical Society Sponsors 
********2024 Diamond Business Sponsors ******** 

Schuelke Electric 
Mark Schuelke, Owner 
Madison, MN  56256 

(320) 598 -7747 
Commercial, Farm, 

Residential Wiring and Trenching 
 

Farmers 
Co-op 

Elevator Co. 
Bellingham, MN 

320-568-2216 
www.bellingham farmerscoop.com 

 

City of 
 Madison 

320-598-7373 
 

 

Old National Bank 
320-598-2020 
Madison, MN 

Madison  
Bottling Co. 

Quality Beverages 
 Since 1917 

Madison, MN 
320-598-7573 

 

Cargill Inc. 
2237 Hwy 40 

Madison, MN 
320-598-7003 

 

   ******2024 Gold Business Sponsors ****** 
Pantry Cafe 
& Catering 
217 6th Ave.,  

Madison, MN 
Ph. 320-598-3377 

 

Johnson  
Memorial 
Health Services 
1282 Walnut St. 

Dawson, MN 
320-769-4323 

www.jmhsmn.org 

 
Zahrbock 

Funeral Home 
Family Owned 

Since 1937 
Madison, MN  

Ph. 320-598-3339 

KLQP-FM 
www.klqpfm.com 

 
klqpfm@farmerstel.

net 
G 

320-598-7301 

Lac qui Parle  
Mutual  

Insurance Co. 
Dawson, MN  
320-769-4410 

The Western 
Guard 

216 6th Ave. 
Madison, MN 

Northern  
Plains 

Tiling Co. 
Madison, MN 56256 

320-598-3999 

 

Klein 
Insurance 

222 6th Ave. 
Madison, MN  
 320-598-3979 

http://www.jmhsmn.org/
http://www.klqpfm.com/
mailto:klqpfm@farmerstel.net
mailto:klqpfm@farmerstel.net


Prairie Sun 
Bank 

PO Box 126 
Marietta, MN 
320-668-2165 

Thrivent 
Financial 

Robert Schwendemann FIC 
315 6th Avenue 
Madison, MN 

Croatt’s  
Concrete 
Madison, MN 
320-598-3802 

Boraas Crop 
Insurance 
3036 300th St. 
Appleton, MN 
320-752-4545 

dlboraas@yahoo.com 

Northern  
Plains 

Tiling Co. 
Madison, MN 56256 

320-598-3999 
 

Greater  
Community 

Credit Union 
711 Sixth St 

Dawson, MN 
320-769-2908 

 

Farmers 
Mutual 

Telephone 
Bellingham, MN 

320-568-2015 

 
 

 
********2024 Silver Business Sponsors******** 

Tofte 
Auto & Sales 

225 1st St. E., Madison, MN 

320-598-3770 

 

Larry’s Refrigeration  
& Heating 

Madison & Ortonville 

Subway 
Appleton & 

Dawson 

 
******2024 Bronze Business Sponsors ****** 

Tokheim 
Stoneware 

Dawson, MN 
320-7699-2142 

Dawson 
 Dairy Queen 
Dawson, MN 
320-769-2300 

Tri-County 
Insurance Agency 

Madison, MN 
320-769-2000 

Jubilee Foods 
208 7th Ave 

Madison, MN 
320-598-7448 

 

United 
Prairie Bank 

Madison 

 

Jim’s Clothing 
& Sporting Goods 

Dawson, MN 
320-769-2317 

 

Madison Chamber 
Of Commerce 
320-598-7301 

Detoys 
Restaurant 

502 1st Ave, Madison, MN 
320-598-3886 

State Bank of 
 Bellingham 
320-568-2519 

Pioneer Seeds 
Warren Trygestad 

2090 340th St. - Madison, MN 

320-598-7704 

Haugen Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
320-598-3332 
Madison, MN 

Odden & 
Zimbelman 

Madison 
320-598-3768 

 
 
 

Remember to thank and support all our sponsors. 
 

 



Membership 2024 List 
 
Lifetime Members 
Gerald Allen 
Marvel Anderson 
Dorothy L. Anderson 
James Andrews 
Marguerite Arndt 
Marlys Chutich 
Shirley Connelly 
Lorraine Connor 
David & Pat Craigmile 
Kiyoko Dolman 
Richard Gail 
Arvid Gollnick 
Jean Grussing 
Steven & Lia A. Paradis Hall 
Duane & Susan Haugen 
Dorothy Hoffman 
Richard & Carolyn Jackson 
Erling Jerpseth 
Marlin Jerpseth 
Janice Kline 
Duane & Cathy Kruse 
Herb & Terri Leeseberg 
Dale Lien 
Terry & Carol Litke 
Lynn Lokken 
James Maas 
Jean McDaniel 
Maynard & Debbie Meyer 
Charles & Dorothy Miller 
Diane Morken 
Loren & Darlene Noeldner 
Bernice Oellien 
Terry Overlander 
David & Peggy Pederson 
Kaye Rakow 
Barb & Alan Redepenning 
Myron & Judy Rosendahl 
John R. Schulz 
Greg Thole 
Paul R. Thompson 
Floie Vane 
Nick & Donna Ventrella 
Lois Willand 
$20.00 Membership 
Donna Anderson 
Jamie Anderson 
Rosella Anderson 
Kristin Benson 

Irene J. Bornhorst 
Dawn Chapman 
Thomas Dahl 
Mavis Ferreira 
Ruth Glomstad 
David Hanson 
Shirley Hanson 
Kari Hastad 
Andrew Hasty 
Wayne Haugen 
Phyllis Hegland 
Sharyl Helgeson 
John Henningsgaard 
Doreen Hoium 
Cynthia Huse 
Marilyn Jensen 
Lillian Johnson 
Jeffery P. Jorgenson 
Sharon Kallhoff 
Mary Krugerud 
Barb Ludvigson 
Jeanne Lumia 
Joann Maynard 
David Nelson 
Janet Nelson 
Kristine North 
Stan Olson 
Mary Jo Patzer 
Norma Powers 
Judith Redepenning 
Kristina Riskey 
Jo Ann Roisen 
Becky Shelstad 
Alice Shurb 
Lori Skallerud 
Gary Steinke 
Delbert Thielke 
Virgil O. Thompson 
Maxine Tostenson 
Joyce West 
Beth Westby 
Diane Wildung 
 
$30.00 Membership 
Nancy Anderson 
Carol & Jane Asche 
Dave & Marg Berg 
Jerry & Diane Billiet 
Jim & Denise Connor 
Wayne & Amy Enger 
Kristi Everts 
Dave & Colleen Falness 

Sally Fernholz 
Tim & Brenda Halvorson 
Lyle & Mary Hanson 
Leigh Hantho 
Ron & Deb Koester 
Bob & Sue Lund 
Kathleen Maas-Stokes 
Joyce Ann Meyer 
Arlene Miller 
Jeanene & Merle Munsterman 
Doug & Jill Nelson 
Curt Ness 
Arlan & Sharon Redepenning 
Glenn & Dee Rheingans 
Roger & Mary Lou Sandquist 
Angela & Curt Shelstad 
Harold & Ruth Solem 
Nancy Streed 
Bob & Renee Streich 
Roger & Karen Strom 
Barb & Jim Tarcza 
Ron & Vicki Torn 
Michael Burwell 
Rodney Weber 
Patrick & Maralee Wiese 
 
$50.00 Membership 
Clair & MaryAnn Anderson 
Dick Berglund 
Diane Borgendale 
Ben Bothun 
Dallas & Michelle Croatt 
Renee & Richard Ehlenz 
Loren & Carole Femrite 
Chuck & Carole Fernholz 
Mark Gustafson 
Kevin Halvorson 
Kathy & Ken Harwick 
Harvey & Gladys Hastad 
Bart & Julie Hill 
Gary & Peggy Hoaglund 
Sue Johnson 
Jerome & Jodi Kallhoff 
Terry Kleven 
Robin LaRoche 
Maynard Larson 
Bob & Jeanette Lideen 
Curt & Mary Melby 
Linda Nelson 
Karen Nesvold 
Dennis R. Olson 
Richard & Diane Olson 



Todd Patzer 
Doug & Elly Peterson 
James Piggush 
Charles & Janice Prestholdt 
Dean & Lois Sather 
Harold & Roxanna Sorknes 
Wayne Spiess 
Karen Tilbury 
Curtis & Mary Wildung 
 
$100.00 Membership 
Dan & Dawn Croatt 
Rachel & Mike Croatt 
Dean Dallman 
Frederick Eckhardt 
Sonja Farmer 
Ronald Gunderson 
Paul Holzemer 

Harold Kittelson 
Jon Kleven 
Al Kvaal 
Ruth Larson 
Randy Letrud 
Dan & Kim Miller 
Tom & Lynette Nelson 
Kaye Rakow 
Richard Rimstad 
Bonnie Sasso 
Steve & Robin Stamp 
Debra Stapek 
Barbara Torstenson 
Fran Trygestad 
Norma & Mary Viken 
Greg & Donna Schmidt 
 

2025 Paid Members 
 
$20.00 Membership 
Michael L. Burwell 
Dave Jerpseth 
Alice Shurb 
 
$30.00 Membership 
Ron & Deb Koester 
 
$50.00 Membership 
Jeanene & Merle Munsterman 
 
$100.00 Membership 
Tom & Lynette Nelson 
 

 

2025 Events 
May18 - Spring Open House – Grand Opening for the new display 
July 27 – Heritage Day – Program - Picnic 
November 2 – Annual Meeting -Volunteer Brunch – Program 
December 7 – Christmas at the Museum 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Membership Form – 2025 

January 1 – December 31 
Lac qui Parle County Historical Society - 250 8th Ave. S., Madison, MN  56256 

 

Name_________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________ City, State, zip__________________________ 
 
Email address if you wish to have newsletter sent in email______________________  
    

Pay at the level that’s best for you 
Annual Individual ----------------------------------- $20.00______ 

    Annual Family -------------------------------------- $30.00______ 
Annual Contributing - includes membership -----$50.00______ 
Annual Benefactor - includes membership ------$100.00______ 
Annual Bronze - includes membership --------- $500.00______ 
Annual Silver- includes membership --------- $1,000.00______ 
Annual Gold - includes membership --------- $5,000.00______ 

Make checks payable to Lac qui Parle County Historical Society 
 

With your support the LqPCHS  
can keep connecting people with their past. 



 
We are looking for more information about this picture. 

Any ideas on where it was taken? 
It could be Madison with the fairgrounds in the background 
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